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Kindergarten to Year 6

School with a View



A Message from the Principal
and life-long learners. We believe that every child deserves 
to experience wonder and awe in their learning. In our ever 
changing world opportunities for learning grow, as educators 
we take responsibility for opening the windows of the mind to 
the wonders of the world, and developing the capacity in our 
students to transform the world.

Welcome to St Patrick’s.

Christ with us,

Jo Scott-Pegum

Principal

St Patrick’s Primary School is situated on a hilltop with the 
outlook across the beautiful verdant Bega Valley. This has quite 
literally informed our  School Vision: ‘School with a View’, which 
directs our thinking, planning and teaching, and creates our 
focus towards providing quality education for our 21st Century 
thinkers and learners. The St Patrick’s three school pillars are: 
Look Into Thinking; Look Ahead to the Future; and Look After 
Each Other.

As a team, our aspiration at St Patrick’s is to grow a community 
of learners through the ongoing professional development 
of the teaching team, and through developing strong 
partnerships between school and home. We are proud of 
the positive relationships we have with our families, so that 
together, hand in hand we educate our children.

At St Patrick’s we believe each student should be recognised 
and known by name. We believe in the capacity of all students 
to learn. We believe that the art and craft of the school 
and each educator is to create rich, exciting and engaging 
opportunities for all students to be successful in their learning 
with the ultimate aim of students becoming independent 



Safe environment
The safety of our students is of the utmost importance at St 
Patrick’s. The school classrooms and learning buildings are 
within the gated and locked precinct of our school grounds. 
The students are supervised at all times, including the 30 
minutes before and after school.

Welcoming and 
nurturing
Our school community prioritises a supportive environment 
in which kindness and inclusivity are promoted. We have 
programs to support the mental health of our students, 
including a CatholicCare counsellor on site 3 days per 
fortnight. We have zero tolerance policy on bullying.

Like-minded 
community
When you enrol your child at St Patrick’s you are giving your 
entire family access to a like-minded, faith-based community 
- each member of which has actively chosen to be part of the 
school for the good of their children.

Shared values
At St Patrick’s a priority is placed on the teaching of, and 
immersion in Catholic values. The values that are taught 
include kindness, compassion, respect, acceptance and 
gratitude. Students learn expected behaviours through explicit 
teaching in the classroom and at play. Students learn self-
discipline in our school where expected behaviours are taught 
and boundaries for behaviour are both firm and fair.

Excellent learning 
opportunities
St Patrick’s provides opportunities within and beyond the 
curriculum for a well-rounded education for your children. 
Students have Music, Spanish and PE lessons with specialist 
teachers. Drama, debating, public speaking, and student 
led clubs are other curricula and co-curricular offerings. 
Students K-6 enjoy opportunities in STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) lessons.

 “
“I love how the staff at the school are so caring and 

amazing. It is nice to always see the Principal getting out 

and about with the students and knowing them all by 

name!”
- St Patrick’s parent



Vision Statement: School With A View
The community of St Patrick’s School uphold a Christlike viewpoint as we look after each other, look into thinking, and look ahead 
to the future.

LOOK AHEAD TO THE FUTURE
At St Patrick’s this is our view to lifelong learning. Our view is for 
students

• To take responsibility for our learning

• To develop independence, interdependence, 
collaboration and self-motivation

• To promote local and global perspectives

• To create an enjoyable safe, flexible yet structured learning 
environment

 “
“When our eldest started Kindy, we’d just lost everything 

in the fires. The school was quick to contact us and look 

after us. The support was unbelievable and we were so 

grateful as it meant one less stress on us.”
- St Patrick’s parent

LOOK AFTER EACH OTHER
At St Patrick’s this is our view to our relationship with to God and 
one another. Our view is 

• To live and witness our faith

• To build positive relationships

• To develop a culture of value and respect for the individual

• To promote students self-confidence and willingness to 
accept challenges

LOOK INTO THINKING
At St Patrick’s this is our view to developing as creative and 
critical thinkers. Our view is for students

• To apply knowledge and skills at many levels

• To develop as adventurous, creative and reflective learners

• To question and reflect, investigate and problem solve

A Foundation of Faith
At St Patrick’s we believe that learning should be fun, 
stimulating, engaging and challenging. Our staff are 
committed to providing quality and enjoyable learning 
experiences for our students. They take the time to know each 
student and develop a professional relationship and personal 
rapport with them.

St Patrick’s School nurtures a Catholic culture characterised by 
its tradition, values and beliefs.

Our vision is:

• to share and be witnesses to the Catholic Faith and 
Tradition;

• to build an inclusive community; and

• to deliver contemporary quality learning

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT ST PATRICK’S  
Religious Education is at the heart of all learning at St Patrick’s.  
The main role of the school is to assist parents as the prime 
educators of their children and this applies particularly in 
Religious Education.

At St Patrick’s we strive to create a supportive atmosphere 
which reflects the values of Jesus in all aspects, both formal 
and informal, of school life.

CATHOLIC LIFE
Prayer is an integral part of our daily life.  During the day 
classes will take time to pray.  Prayer itself takes many forms. It is 
an aim of St Patrick’s that children will participate in, and learn 
and grow through many rich prayer experiences.

Throughout the year, the children celebrate the Eucharist 
together at St Patrick’s Church.  Parents and other members of 
the community are invited to celebrate with us.  Mass times are 
published in the weekly newsletter and on the school calendar.

OUR PATRON SAINT
Known as the Apostle of Ireland, St Patrick devoted his life to 
sharing the ‘good news’. It was on his escape from captivity 
in Ireland that he decided to devote himself to a missionary 
life and eventually return to educate the people of Ireland 
and enable their freedom. Like him, we seek to form a strong 
sense of community with parents and foster a  sense of like-
mindedness and inclusivity. 

OUR PARISH
We place great importance on developing positive links 
between family, school and parish. We strive to work in 
partnership to continue to develop a child’s faith that starts 
with their early family life, is nourished in their Kindergarten 
year, and grows and strengthens through the primary years.

A CARING COMMUNITY. 
Our school community is one of our greatest assets. Our 
network of teachers, parents and families builds a supportive 
and inclusive environment. We encourage parents to be 
actively involved in their child’s education and development. 

We recognise that a strong partnership between home and 
school has a profound benefit for learning engagement 
and growth. Our teachers are proactive in identifying areas 
for support and working together with parents in support of 
student learning.

Parents are always welcome at our school and they are invited 
to be actively involved in their child’s education at St Patrick’s. 
Opportunities for engagement in school life include; support 
of classroom programs, parent/student/teacher learning 
conferences, class celebrations of learning, sporting events, 
prayer and liturgy, excursion support and canteen help. There 
are many ways parents are invited to active participation in 
the work of the Community Council including; participation on 
a subcommittee, being a class parent contact, help at discos/ 
colour runs/Beachathon, and fundraising.



Curriculum
CORE SUBJECTS 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
St Patrick’s School nurtures a Catholic culture characterised 
by its tradition, values and beliefs. At St Patrick’s our religious 
identity and culture and our Catholicity permeates throughout 
our education journey. Teaching students religion and 
teaching students to be religious draws upon the Catholic 
tradition in ways that are mindful of our local context and the 
multi-faith realities of contemporary culture.

Throughout the year the school has been involved in mission 
and service activities led by the Mini Vinnies Group which 
include Project Compassion, Catholic Mission and St Vincent 
de Paul fundraisers.

The impact of the whole school commitment to being 
informed about Jesus’ teachings and to realising the school 
vision and mission is reflected in the way the students serve and 
care for each other and the wider community on a daily basis.

ENGLISH
At St Patrick’s we have a holistic approach to reading, writing, 
listening and speaking. We provide students with a rich 
language environment which begins early in Kindergarten 
and continues throughout their school life, further enhanced 
with our comprehensive reading program. We have high 
expectations of every learner to develop a love of reading and 
writing and the skills of comprehending and communicating.

Our daily English program has minimum expectations of 
dedicated reading and writing time. We teach through a 
systematic synthetic phonic program from Kindergarten to Year 
6.

MATHEMATICS
At St Patrick’s School we believe that the best way to teach 
Mathematics is through:

• direct instruction for teaching core concepts

• a student-centred approach, with inquiry, learning 
intentions and success criteria, reflection with evidence  
and feedback 

• evidence-based high impact teaching strategies, 
including daily review

• learning skills such as, thinking, questioning, confirming, 
convincing, dialogue, all within a growth mindset

CRITICAL THINKING
Students learn to observe and reason as they build models and 
test theories, problem solve and distinguish between evidence 
and personal opinion.

STEM is taught by a specialist teacher to each class for a 
semester per year. Students have access to Lego robotics, 
spheros and other tech tools through which they learn the 
design, make, appraise process and are introduced to  coding. 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELLBEING
Students develop positive attitudes about themselves and 
others. They develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and 
attitudes needed to take action to grow their own health, 
safety and wellbeing and that of others in their family, school 
and world. Active lifestyle is promoted through the physical 
education, sport and dance programs.

In support of our priority for student wellbeing at St Patrick’s 
we have a school counsellor, a Student Welfare Worker, and 
programs including Life Education and peer mediation.

LUNCHTIME CLUBS
Each term the Year 6 student leaders and ministers, with the 
support of the Student Welfare Worker, coordinates student-led 
interest clubs. Clubs have included: art, craft, drama, singing, 
poetry, chess, soccer, skipping and athletics.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
We have regularly attained Sporting Schools funding which has 
enabled specialist sporting programs both within school time 
and as an after school program. Based on interest St Patrick’s 
has, from time to time, coordinated lunch time, school time or 
after school programs for fitness including with local personal 
trainers or sport through programs such as Auskick.

SUSTAINABILITY 
Our school sustainability program has a focus on teaching and 
learning with the outcome of reducing our carbon footprint. 
We have established recycling and waste management 
processes, including Fogo, soft plastic recycling, worm 
farms, a chicken coop and an established produce garden. 
These initiatives are led by the Sustainability coordinator 
and managed by the student green teams and the Year 
6 Environment leaders. St Patrick’s enjoys a close working 
relationship with the local council and has appreciated 
community grant funds in recent years to bring our projects to 
fruition.



EXCURSIONS
Developing the attributes of lifelong learning is a focus for 
the community at St Patrick’s. Teachers and students alike 
embrace the opportunity to learn, to grow and to share 
knowledge and understanding. Each day we strive to be 
a school where deep and rich learning opportunities are 
provided for each child to progress in their learning. We believe 
learning beyond the school gates is valuable and important. 
We look to expand the horizons of our children by encouraging 
incursions and excursions for every class. In the senior years 
the students attend two overnight camps, every 2nd year this 
excursion is to Canberra.

KINDER BUDDIES
Students in Year 5 welcome our future Kindergarten students 
during the Kinderstart program in the year before school starts. 
The buddy partnership continues as the new students arrive 
in Kindergarten. The Year 6 students have regular interactions 
with their kinder buddies in formal and informal situations. The 
buddy program supports a strong and happy transition to 
school. 

COMMUNICATION 
Parents are encouraged to liaise with teachers regularly 
throughout the year and we encourage open communication 
via email and in person. The school weekly newsletters, 
Skoolbag app and website are the different ways the 
school communicates with parents and community. The 
Skoolbag app is the predominant space for daily and weekly 
communication about upcoming events. The school’s 
150th Anniversary Facebook page is used as a gallery to 
celebrate the history of our school,  student learning, activities 
and achievements. The school Facebook pages is used to 
celebrate daily life and learning at St Pat’s.

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
The school newsletter is published each week and is available 
to parents through the email, the Skoolbag app or through the 
school website. 

Why choose us?:
• Experienced and highly dedicated teachers with a hands-

on approach to learning

• Our high expectations maximise learning outcomes

• High Impact Teaching Practices, including Daily Review,  in 
every classroom

• Comprehensive systematic synthetic phonic program K-6

• Lunch time clubs and student led activities

• STEM play space and outdoor learning areas

• Spanish taught K-6 as our Languages program 

• School sports carnivals: Swimming, athletics and cross-
country

• Quality learning in a safe, supportive and nurturing 
environment

• We grow together as a community, catering to all learning 
needs

• We develop each child as an individual

• Prayer is an intrinsic part of daily school life

• Active and supportive parent body

• Active Community Council and subcommittees

• Social and community engagement events: Beach-a-
thon, discos and rainbow colour run.

 “
“We are so pleased with the school overall, 

communications are fantastic and modernised, parents 

are always kept in the loop and the staff are so clearly 

dedicated to providing the students with the best 

opportunities. We couldn’t be happier and would 

recommend the school to anyone.”
- St Patrick’s parent

School Life Information
SCHOOL HOURS
School hours: 8:55am – 3:15pm

First break: 10:55 – 11:35am

Second break: 1:35pm – 2:15pm

Supervision by teachers is provided daily from 8:30am until 
3:30pm. For legal and safety reasons, students should NOT be 
on the school premises before 8:30am nor after 3:30pm.

SCHOOL TERM DATES
2022 Term begins Term ends
Term 1 1 February 8 April
Term 2 27 April 1 July
Term 3 19 July 23 September
Term 4 11 October 15 December

MORNING ASSEMBLY
Each morning students and teachers assemble in the COLA 
at 8:55am.  On Monday, this Morning Assembly begins 
with a Welcome to Country, the school prayer and the 
announcement of birthdays. Each day we sing a welcoming 
and settling song to ensure all students are present, centred 
and ready to learn. At morning assembly teachers and peers 
acknowledge students who have been demonstrating St Pat’s 
kids’ behaviours for learning and engagement.

Next steps to enrol
When you enrol your child at St Patrick’s you enrol the whole 
family into a school community where everyone is welcomed, 
valued and supported. In accordance with Archdiocesan 
policy, no child will be denied Catholic schooling because of 
an inability of parents to pay fees or levies.

Further details regarding enrolling at our school are available 
on the website. This includes current fees, priorities for 
enrolment consideration, as well as a link to the enrolment 
form.

For all enrolment information, please refer to the Enrolment 
Pack found in the Enrolment section of the website. 

 “
“Our son is really starting to love school. He has even been 

asking us to drop him in as early as possible, so we often 

watch the gate open in the mornings! He has also been 

super proud of his tech leader role, he has been taking 

good care of his new badge and has been making 

friends.”
- St Patrick’s parent



For all enrolment information, please refer to the Enrolment Pack found 
in the Enrolment section of our website stpatsbega.nsw.edu.au.

This includes current fees, priorities for enrolment consideration, 
as well as a link to the enrolment form.

CALL (02) 6492 5500 or EMAIL office.bega@cg.catholic.edu.au

If you are looking for an active partner in your child’s 
education and personal development, contact us to 

know more about St. Patrick’s Catholic Primary School.

340 Gipps Street
Bega NSW 2550


