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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
IMPORTANT
EVENTS
TERM 2
Week 2
Wed 8th May
SR Cross Country
P&F Meeting
6pm
Thurs 9th May
Mogo Zoo
45L, 56G, 56B
8.30am—4pm
Junior Primary
AFL skills Day
Fri 10th May
K, K1M
Bournda
Mothers Day
Breakfast & Liturgy
8am
Mothers Day stall
$1—$5
Week 3
Tues 14th-24th
Naplan
Years 3, 5 & 7

Dear Parents and Carers,
There is a story of a young woman who took care of her old aunt. On her death bed the aunt spoke to her
niece, “You have been good to me. I want to reward you. Take this frayed jumper of mine and wear it till you
become rich”. The niece expressed gratitude but felt a little disappointed and thought that her aunt might
have left her a watch or a ring. She took the jumper and put it into a drawer and forgot about it. A year or
two after her aunt’s death, the niece was looking for something old to put on before she commenced a big
clean up of the back yard. She remembered the jumper and fetched it from the drawer. As she was putting
it on she felt something in the pocket of the jumper. It was a small key wrapped in a note that told her of a
deposit box in the local bank. In the box was a legal document that gave her title to her aunt’s bank
account; it had in excess of three hundred thousand dollars in it.
One moral from this story could be that we often miss the treasures that are part of our life because we do
not take time to notice them. Another moral might be that when we unlock the gift that is within us, it has an
enabling effect on other people. If we were to focus on the treasure in our life as being our children and the
deposit as being the gift of parenthood, we might consider how we are using our “gift” or our “treasure”.
For example: * How well do we use humour in our chain of command. Laughter is a sign of life. What kinds
of signals are we putting out to our children? * How are we with providing a loving home environment
where our children can flourish? * How are we at teaching our children what it means to “give and take”, to
have the opportunity to give and receive, with everyone receiving the benefits of both? The more we give,
the more we receive.
Do we share our responsibility of parenthood by encouraging our children to be responsible for their actions
and decisions? A nurturing and supportive relationship wins every time. * How do our children leave the
house or car to go to school, to go out with friends, to go to sport? Do we say goodbye to them with warm,
friendly and encouraging words so they feel confident and competent about themselves? * How clever are
we at separating the “big issues” from the smaller ones when it comes to “standing our ground”?
Compromise can be an expression of strength, if the outcome is mutually beneficial. Finally, * How
frequently do we pray for our children? How open are we at modelling our own faith? I offer a prayer for all
of our families
I offer my thanks to the families who were able to attend the ANZAC march in the school holidays and for
the students who were able to participate in uniform in our school representation at the march. May the joys
of the holiday stay with you and your family as the new term commences.
Next week I will share with you some of the important learning from the two days of professional learning
and development in which our whole staff participated at the beginning of this week.
Blessings to all, Jo

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
All teachers embrace a school wide approach to teaching
and learning.

As a whole school we are currently focusing on developing, explicitly teaching and using consistent language
when we discuss learning with the students.
Our first focus is the language we will all use to transition students. We are helping students understand;
the difference between a play space and a learning space.
the behaviours needed to transition from a play space to a learning space.
Could you use this language at home? Absolutely! Helping your children to understand the purpose of a space
enables them to change their behaviour accordingly. As parents you may have taught or are teaching your
children not to run in the house. Instead of saying “Don’t run in the house” this language could be applied. “This
space is a quiet space, you can run in a play space, outside.”
Peace be with you
Caz Perryman

NAPLAN ONLINE 14th -24th May
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy – important skills that each child needs to succeed in school and life.
The NAPLAN tests are designed to help us make sure students are on track with their literacy and numeracy
development. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in NAPLAN tests for reading, writing, conventions of
language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.
Between 14-24 April our school will participate in NAPLAN Online. Students do not need to be computer experts
to take the NAPLAN test online. Making sure students have computer skills is part of our school curriculum, and
our teachers will ensure your child is familiar with the online format. To see the types of questions and interactive
features of NAPLAN Online, visit the public demonstration site.
If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact your child’s teacher.
For more info:
How to support your child during NAPLAN https://nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support
information for parents and carers http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan
-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf
Watch a video that explains NAPLAN Online https://www.youtube.com/watch?
reload=9&v=3S1z6kUnRRE&feature=youtu.be
Subscribe to ACARA’s monthly parent newsletter, Parent Update https://confirmsubscription.com/h/
j/0EF4811A90ACFBC1

REC NEWS
56B
In RE we have been learning about The Stations of The Cross. The Stations of the Cross are about Jesus and
some of his travels during his life. During RE in class we have also been learning about gratitude and practising
it in our daily life. It’s about being thankful and showing appreciation to others and returning kind compliments.
Jai & Xavier

SPORT NEWS
This term sport days have been changed to enable us to offer all the children tennis coaching by James Poso, a
tennis professional. James will be working with the children on a Thursday.
For the first 5 weeks Senior and Middle primary will have their sports day on a Thursday.
Junior primary will have their sports day on a Tuesday.
After week 5 we will swap so the Junior primary children will also have some tennis coaching. Please ensure
your child wears their sport uniform on the correct day.
Good luck to the following children who will be travelling to Canberra next Friday to trial for Mackillop sporting
teams. Braedy Armstrong, Lachlan Marks and Jaxson Dibley – Rugby League. Hugo Spitzer, Lincoln Thompson, Deakin Saye, Kirra Seenan – Soccer. A selection will be made from schools representing the archdiocese of
Wagga, Wollongong, Canberra Goulburn, Parramatta and Sydney. Children selected will make up the Mackillop
State team.

Mothers Day Stall
On Friday 10th May we are
holding our Mother’s Day stall.
Gifts will be priced from
$1 - $5. Please don’t
forget to send the money
with your child
to school, on
the day.

CANTEEN NEWS

The school canteen needs volunteers urgently. The canteen relies on the
help of volunteers to be able to serve such an extensive menu. If we do
not get volunteers for the canteen we may have to close down or run on a
VERY reduced menu. If you could please spare time during a Monday, it
doesn’t have to be all day. Please contact the school office.

