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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
IMPORTANT
EVENTS
TERM 1
Week 5
Mon 25th Feb
Aleeta
150th Dance
My Body
My Life
Yr 34 at 2pm
Yr 56 at 6pm
Tue 26th Feb
Aleeta
150th Dance
My Body
My Life
Yr 56 at
9-11am
Swimming
150th Meeting
5pm
Wed 27th Feb
School Board
meeting 6pm
Fri 1st March
Chapel Mass
34F 9.15am
World Day of
Prayer

Dear Parents and Carers,
150th Anniversary Have you stopped to ponder the amazing history that St Patrick’s Bega is celebrating
next month? Imagine that teaching and learning have been happening in this place for a century and a half!
You may not have read the small history of the school that is published on our website. I thought I would
share for your reading today.
In 1868, John Mangan established an evening school, which opened as a day school the following year.
This became the 'Roman Catholic Denominational School' situated in the wooden Catholic Church
(located next to the current church site on the Presbytery side). A schoolroom was built below the
church in 1872. In 1875, William Donnelly took up the position as teacher in the school and it remained
as the main school building until the arrival of the Sisters of Charity in 1884. This building known to us
as the Parish Hall continued to be used at times as a classroom when there were not enough rooms in
the main buildings of the school. (The hall was removed in 2017). In 1872, Mr. O’Ryan became the
teacher with 72 pupils enrolled. In 1875, William Donnelly took over as teacher on 1st September
1875. The Parish Priest, Fr. P Healy certified that on April 26th, 1880, the Catholic Denominational
School was the only Catholic School in the district, which was Catholic Church property.
In 1884, the Sisters of Charity came to Bega to establish their school on the St Patrick’s Church property.
The first Sisters of Charity were Mother Xavier Cunningham, Sister Augustine Quinlan, Sister Teresa
Doyle and Sister Martha Scanlon. The school established by them became known as the “Nazaretto
School”. The Convent, which was built for them by the Parish in 1891, was next to the school. The
residence for the Sisters before this was in a small building also next to the school.
In 1886, the parish and school celebrated St Patrick’s Day with a Mass led by Dean Healy. At that Mass a
banner of St. Patrick, the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus led the procession
into the church. The Sisters of Charity had laid the foundation of St Patrick’s School, which originated
from the school first established by John Mangan.
The Nazaretto Convent was established as a Boarding School for girls in the senior classes and the
classroom next to the Convent was used for the co-educational school in the primary years. The Infants
section was located at the original classroom used by John Mangan, situated below the Presbytery.
The school behind the Convent and the original building that the Sisters of Charity lived in were later
torn down and the land became a part of the playground for the children at the school.
Mary MacKillop with Fr. Tenison Woods established the Sisters of St Joseph. The Sisters of St Joseph
also had a strong presence in Bega. They replaced the Sisters of Charity in 1926 and remained in the
school for the next 75 years. “There were between 150 to 160 pupils at the school at that time and catered
for students through Primary to Intermediate. The Secondary school closed in 1975. Later years saw the
numbers grow to around 240 in the Primary School. Boarders were taken until 1975, and the music
centre remained until 1975”. (Bega District News 2/11/2001).
As a Catholic school we are part of a proud tradition of education in Australia. We no longer have the
Sisters of Charity or St Joseph working in our school, but our Religious Education teaching remains
strong with our staff continuing the long and strong journey of Catholic Education in the Bega Valley.

This week you will have received further information about our three day celebration from the 15 th to the 17th
March. Please return the form regarding your support and participation in this event to the school office by
next Friday 1st March.
Best Start Our Kindergarten children have had special time to share their literacy and numeracy skills with
their teachers this week, this will continue into next week. The Best Start assessment is a state wide assessment
that helps teachers identify the skills of their students at the beginning of the year. Information on this was provided
at the orientation program last year, and another information flyer has come home today.
Working Bee Focussed on Gardening and Chicken Coop SATURDAY 2nd March 9-12 PLEASE COME!
Narooma Swimming Thank you to Mrs Harnett and to parents and carers for getting our swim team to
Narooma. Congratulations to all students who made the team and swam their best at the carnival. A special note of
Congratulations to our joint 11 years boy champions Jontae Thompson and Brodie Irvin!
Supporting Community: In true St Patrick’s outreach a group of parents are organising a raffle in support of Ann,
one of our parents with breast cancer. We also have the link to the gofundme page organise in support of Ann,
please consider your help of one of our mum’s in need. You can support Ann through this link: https://
www.gofundme.com/anns-fight-against-breast-cancer
Kind Regards,
Jo
MenAlive Weekend March 23rd, 2019.
Since menALIVE commenced in 2003, thousands of Catholic men have been encouraged and inspired at
weekends across Australia. Now, the Far South Coast’s menALIVE weekend is being organised
in Bega, conducted by experienced leaders from MAT. Enquiries: Contact Sean McCambridge
(0430491010), (0264941718), e-mail s_mccambridge@hotmail.com or parish office (0264921058).

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Over the last week I have participated in various Professional Learning opportunities and each one has enabled me
to amplify our responsibility as parents, carers and educators. Our students and children need to;


Feel safe.



Know how to communicate feelings, safe and unsafe.



Know they have more than one person to talk to about a problem.



Share language related to everyday Numeracy; how many, how long, where, when.



Decide how to …………



Reason, solve problems, wonder, question.



Find another way.

Jordan
I have a 22 year old son named Jordan. I called him last week and shared with him how worried I was about a few
things he replied, “Mum, are you doing your best?” My response was “Yes”
What more can one ask?
Caz Perryman

IMPORTANT NEWS
Upcoming Special Events in 2019
150th Anniversary 15-17th March
Mother’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy 10th May
Father’s Day Breakfast & Liturgy 30th August
Grandparents Day 25th October

SPORTS NEWS
As usual it’s been a hectic start to the year for sport. Our swimming carnival was held last Tuesday in perfect
conditions. The winning house was Tennison. Our age champions for 2019 are:
Jnr girl – Ivy Smith.

Jnr boy- Lincoln Thompson.

11 yr girl – Phebe Marley.

11yr boy (A tie between) Brodie Irvin and Jontae Thompson.

Snr girl – Lana.

Snr boy- Braedy Armstrong.

Congratulations to all these children.
Last Thursday 20 children travelled to Narooma to compete in the Southern Region Swimming Carnival. Once again
Jontae and Brodie were almost inseparable and both boys ended up being joint 11yr champions again, this time at
representative level. Well done boys!
The archdiocesan swimming carnival is being held in Narooma this year. This carnival will be held on Monday 4 th
March and eight St Pat’s children have been selected in the Southern Region team. Good luck to Jontae Thompson,
Lincoln Thompson, Brodie Irvin, Nate Irvin, Maddie Woods, Ella Taylor, Drew Duncan and Ivy Smith.
Cricket
Congratulations to Rory Deighton who has been selected in the Canberra Goulburn cricket side. Rory also made this
team last year. The team don’t play until 4th term when cricket starts up again.

SCHOOL COMMUNITY NEWS
Bega Show – St Patrick’s Mural
On Friday 15th February Koori
students from St Patrick’s attended
the Opening Ceremony of the Bega
Show where the mural they created
was displayed with eight other
school murals. The mural was
awarded a Highly Commendable
award and a $100 voucher.

OFFICE NEWS
School Photos
School photo envelopes were sent home yesterday a discount applies for families with 3 or more children.
Sibling Photo order forms are available from the school office.
School Fees
Thank you to families who have paid their school fees, please contact the office if you have not received your
school fee invoice.
BIG W BOOKOFFER

P&F NEWS
TERM 1
 150th Celebrations, 15th-17th March. There will be a BBQ & Traditional Games on the Flats on Saturday.


Volunteers are needed on the 23rd and 24th March for Men Alive weekend, see Fr Luke for details.



30th March is a Girls' Night Out at Club Bega 6:30. RSVP Antoinette 0401948921. (Men also welcome).



5th April: Easter Raffle tickets and money need to be returned.



8th April: Raffle prizes wrapped into prize packs.



9th April: Easter Raffle drawn.

TERM 2

10th May: Mothers' Day Stall (helpers needed).


Trivia Night TBC.

MAINTENANCE NEWS
The school has excess older classroom chairs, tables and metal
filing cabinets that we no longer require. If you would like any of
these items please contact Simon on 0410 527 110.

CANTEEN NEWS
Please note that we need more parent helpers for Mondays. It is a fun filled day!

